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Theloverarching aim of the BPAN project
S to :.l(J_uU.l;i ahd support a representative
tedarea networkiforconservation
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BPANprojecticontributes*to the
nternationallysagreediBiodiversity targets
ppConventionjoniBiological Diversity (CBD)
loshaltitheNoSSIoT biodiversity by 2020.

dherelis™a need to assess the values,

threats and opportunities of the protected
areas as part of the BPAN network and to
“upgrade their status.

Protected area network is an important
tool for adaptation and mitigation of
climate change.

Protected areas in the Barents Region
should be a part of local economies and
contribute to the culture and livelihood
of the indigenous peoples and local
communities.

For biodiversity conservation it is
of outmost importance that there is
connectivity between protected areas.

The boreal-arctic nature is under increased
pressure from land-use, exploitation and
climate change.




BPAN project
2011-2013

The countries of Barents Euro-Arctic Region (Russia, Finland, Sweden and Norway) share common
challenges in nature conservation to ensure protection of certain key areas critical for maintaining
northern ecosystems and species. On this background the Environment Ministers highlighted the need
to establish a representative and effectively managed Protected Area Network in the Barents Euro-
Arctic Region — BPAN, in their meeting in February 2010 in Tromse, Norway.

The BPAN project is being implemented in 2011-2013 in all the 13 administrative regions of the Barents
Region with the support of Nordic Council of Ministers, the Governments of Finland, Sweden, Norway
and Russian Federation, and WWF Russia Barents office. BPAN is a key project of the Barents Euro-
Arctic Council’s Subgroup of Nature Protection. Finnish Environment Institute SYKE coordinates the
project.

Northern ecosystems are still relatively intact but are also vulnerable. These ecosystems are seen as
important natural heritage of global significance that needs protection and truly careful management.
Climate change further increases the vulnerability of the ecosystems. It 1s necessary to devote more
attention towards how climate change affects biodiversity and ecosystem services within these areas.
A representative and appropriatively managed protected area network is needed for conserving natural
ecosystems, habitats, and species, and is at the same time an important and effective tool for adaptation
to, and mitigation of, the climate change. Many northern indigenous people and local communities need
nature to maintain their traditional way of life, which further increases the need of nature conservation.

In 2011 BPAN project has started the evaluation of the protected area network and first preliminary
results are available. The regional evaluation of the protected area network, based on the Programme
of Work on Protected Areas of the Convention on Biological Diversity, was carried out in 2011 in eight
regions: Northern Finland (Lapland, Northern Ostrobothnia, Kainuu), Northern Norway (Finnmark,
Tromse, Nordland), Northern Sweden (Norrbotten, Visterbotten), and in North-West Russia: Murmansk
Oblast, Republic of Karelia, Republic of Komi, Arkhangelsk Oblast and Nenets Autonomous Okrug.
The evaluation was participated by 41 specialists, who represented the local and regional authorities,
non-governmental organizations (NGO's), indigenous people and scientific institutions.

The evaluation shows that there is progress in management and collection of information on protected
areas and gaps of the protected area network, management of the protected areas, and public awareness
programs.
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Contact information
BPAN coordination

anna.kuhmonen@ymparisto.fi

National contact persons
Sweden

olle.hojer@naturvardsverket.se

Norway

knut.fossum@dirnat.no

Finland

matti.maatta@metsa.fi

dronova@mnr.gov.ru
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