T £

EURoT-gch%‘?:Ec’:VOTLSJNCIL N OCRV\/ME S%IAN
...,,,/////////////////////////ﬂ///l///////////// @ /ﬁ?

UJpdate of the action plan
on climate change for the
Barents Cooperation

October 2021

Anu-duurinDiscover Baremts 2020}



Contents

REPOIT SUMIMAIY ...ttt 2
Lo INEPOAUGCTION ..ot 3
1.1 Background for the Updated Action Plan on Climate Change for the Barents Region.......... 3
1.2 Recent developments in climate change relevant to the Barents region.........c..cccccocooeie. 4
2. Actions proposed by the Barents Working Groups ...........c.occooiiiiiiiiiiiie 6
2.1 Environment (Working Group on Environment, WGE) ... 6
2.1.1 WGE Subgroup on Nature and Water (WGE SNW) ... 7
2.1.2 WGE Subgroup on Hot Spots Exclusion (WGE SHE) ... 9

2.2 Forests (Working Group on Barents Forest Sector, WGBFS) ... 10
2.3 Transport (Working Group on Transport and Logistics, WGTL) .......cocoooviiiiiiiiiiceen 11
2.4 Rescue Cooperation (Barents Joint Committee on Rescue Cooperation, JCRC) .............. 13
2.5 Tourism (Working Group on Tourism, WGT) ..o 14
2.6 Business Cooperation (Working Group on Business Cooperation, WGBC) ...............cc......... 15

2.7 Health and Social Issues (Working Group on Health and Related Social Issues, WGHS) .... 16

2.8  Education and Research (Working Group on Education and Research, WGER) .............. 17
2.9  Youth (Working Group on Youth, WGY; Barents Regional Youth Council, BRYC)........... 17
2.10 Indigenous Peoples (Working Group of Indigenous Peoples, WGIP) ... 19
2.11 International Barents Secretariat, IBS ... 20
3 FOUOW-UP @nd re€POITING .......oooiiiiiiii e 21
A REIEIENCES. .. ..o 22
5 Organization of the Barents CoOperation.................c.oooooiiiiiiiiicceeeeeeee e 23

1| Update of the action plan on climate change for the Barents Cooperation barents-council.org



Report Summary

The Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC) is the forum for intergovernmental cooperation
on issues concerning the Barents region. The Barents Euro-Arctic Council, Barents Regional
Council and their working groups provide a good platform for cooperation, policy exchange

and joint efforts to support responding to climate change.

The update process was designed to support cross-sectoral thinking and ownership by the
entire BEAC. The work was carried out under the guidance of the BEAC Committee of Senior
Officials and coordinated by the International Barents Secretariat. The aim was to strengthen
action on climate change, launch new activities in the working groups and encourage full
implementation of existing plans and on-going projects. Joint efforts in sectors with the
largest mitigation capacity, as well as adaptation and awareness raising activities were highly

encouraged. The Webinar on a Climate Smart Barents region, organized by the Norwegian

Chairmanship of the BEAC (2019-2021) externally to the activities of the working groups,

contributed further to these aims.

The climate actions are identified by the working groups based on their own work programs,
possible previous climate activities and their own resources to carry out actions. Some
working groups have a long experience of working in reference to climate change, others
not; this is reflected in the level of ambition and unique plans proposed by each working
group. Although more groups are included in this action plan than ever before, better
involvement is still needed. Raising awareness on the possibilities for cooperation and
concrete action on climate change is a continuous process and the working groups are
encouraged to take further initiative including during the implementation of this action plan.
Availability of funding instruments, like the Barents Financial Mechanism potentially to be
launched by 2022, will contribute to implementation of concrete activities of the working
groups. In the current update, actions on environment, forest, transport, rescue, tourism,
economy, health, youth, education and research, and Indigenous Peoples are presented, as

well as contributions by the International Barents Secretariat.

2| Update of the action plan on climate change for the Barents Cooperation barents-council.org


https://www.barentsinfo.fi/beac/docs/Report_Climate_Smart_Barents_Region_April2021.pdf

1. Introduction

1.1 Background for the Updated Action Plan on Climate Change
for the Barents Region

The initial Action Plan on Climate Change for the Barents cooperation was endorsed at the
14th Meeting of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council and adopted at the 11th Meeting of the
Environment Ministers in 2013. It contained a list of projects to be implemented in the period
2013-2015. The second edition was published in 2017 and included activities scheduled for
2017-2020.

In October 2019, the Barents Euro-Arctic Council in the BEAC Joint Communiqué stressed
the need for all the Working Groups to continue implementation of the Barents Action Plan
on Climate Change and encouraged additional activities in this area. The Barents
environmental ministers in the Ministerial Declaration from February 2020 called for
strengthened climate action beyond 2020 with enhanced contributions from all Barents
Working Groups. In December 2020, the BEAC Committee of Senior Officials therefore
tasked the Working Group on Environment (WGE) with the update of the Action Plan on

Climate Change in cooperation with the International Barents Secretariat.

Previous versions of the Action Plan were structured around mitigation, adaptation, research
and outreach. For this edition, the WGE invited all the BEAC Working Groups to provide inputs

for climate activities with a focus on the following question:

How can BEAC (and the WGs) support the regions and municipalities of the Barents
region in transitioning to low-carbon, climate-smart solutions while enhancing

adaptation capacity and awareness?

This new approach based on an overarching guiding question instead of multiple separate
aims was chosen to steer activities towards practical actions more relevant for the regions,
counties and municipalities of the Barents region. The working groups were advised to
consider a multitude of relevant factors including regional vulnerabilities, the respective

Climate Strategies of the Barents counties, cities and municipalities, concerns of Indigenous
Peoples, and pertinent scientific |||l
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