Welcome
BFSN- meeting the 15 October 2019
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Aim with the meeting – to sum up the Swedish chairmanship for the
BFSN and discuss the way forward during the Norwegian
chairmanship
BFSN-meeting agenda:
• Information: Barents Regional Council chairmanship and its priorities: County Administrative Board of
Västerbotten: Mikael Bergström
• Information: The forum day on 16th , including workshop and status on the report: Camilla Widmark
• Information/summing up Sweden’s chairman of the BFSN: Staffan Norin

• Information on Norway’s BEAC chairmanship and BFSN chairmanship priorities/plans: Terje Hoel/Frode
Lyssandræ
• Discussion: BFSN chairmanship 2019-2021, priorities and activities; relevant Information to consider in
the continued work: Terje Hoel/Frode Lyssandræ; Staffan Norin
• Instructions: Development of BFSN chairmanship summary and recommendations, establishment of an
WG and a working-session 11:30-13:30 during the 16th: Peter Blombäck
• Information: The handover of the BFSN chair the 16th: Staffan Norin/Frode Lyssandræ
• Summing up of the meeting and reflections: Staffan Norin
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The Swedish BFSN chairmanship overarching theme
The forests’ role and opportunities to meet key challenges and contribute to
the development of a sustainable society in the Barents region
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Strategy - long term (4-10 years)
To achieve a balanced and coherent view on forests as well as on products
and services they provide
• Identify common overall themes and focus areas for the BSFN which
could last for a longer period during the rotations of BFSN chairmanship

• Strengthen cooperation with other organizations, forums and platforms
and strengthening cooperation at regional level
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Strategy – short term (1-4 years)
Increase the knowledge and promote the development of bioeconomy as
part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
• Coordinate and synchronise the chairmanship rotations with next
coming country
• Continue to take an active role in the formulation and implementation
of the Action Plan on Climate Change for the Barents region
. the Action plan should be on forest adaption to climate change, forest -based
Focus in
Bioeconomy and climate change mitigation
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BFSN achievements
The focus during the BFSN-meetings have been on sharing experiences on
climate change adaptation and wild fire management, forest -based
bioeconomy and climate change mitigation, the youth perspective and to
strengthen cooperation at regional level

• Three meetings and one teleconference in connection with the
planning of the Barents Forest Forum
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BFSN achievements
Increased knowledge of policies on climate change mitigation and adaptation
for the forest sector, and increased cooperation to address climate change
and forest sector competitiveness
• Proposed 2017-2020 objectives and activities in the Action Plan on
Climate Change for the Barents Cooperation have been implemented
• The AP list of activities has been monitored by IBS and updated in March
2019 based on BFSN activities
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BFSN achievements
The aim of the BFSN is to promote sustainable management and utilization of forest
resources and ecosystem services in line with The agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development…
to follow and timely contribute to BEAC activities,
to find synergies as well as to strengthen the cooperation between regional actors in the
member countries.

• A new mandate for the BFSN have been provided and approved by
the CSO
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BFSN achievements
Stimulate young people’s interest in forest-related
education and careers to increase the number of young
people working in the forest sector in the Barents region.
Invite young people to take part in the Forest Forums and
similar events

• The BFSN have contributed to the development of
youth-oriented recommendations
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BFSN achievements
The focus of the Barents Forest Forum is on the multiple-functions of forests in
future bioeconomy. Labor supply, equal opportunities, and forest-related
education
• Planning, preparation and implementation of the Barents Forest Forum
• Report: The forest in the emerging bioeconomy in northern Europe
The aim of the report is to describe the forest role in the development of a
biobased society in the northern part of Europe (witin the BFSN countries)

• BFSN chairmanship summary and recommendations
As a handover message to the Norwegian chairmanship

• Overview of ongoing cooperation initiatives involving Barents countries
supporting bioeconomy - development
For further consideration…
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BFSN achievements
The chair attended other Barents meetings
• WGEC/ RWGIEC and WGE

• The Barents 25 years anniversary
• The Barents Ministerial Meeting and EU Arctic Forum
A flyer on the BFSN and the chairmanship was produced and distributed at a side event

• Internal Swedish BEAC chairmanship meetings for the working groups, and
reporting to IBS
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To consider in the BFSN continued work
• Chairmanship priorities for the Barents Euro-Artic Council (BEAC), NO
• Chairmanship priorities for the Barents Regional Council (BRC), Västerbotten, SE
• Barents Euro-Arctic Council, Umeå Declaration 3 October 2019
• Norway's chairmanship priorities/plans for the BFSN
• Chairmanship priorities for the Working Group on Economic Cooperation (WGEC),
and the Regional Working Group on Investments and Economic Cooperation
(RWGIEC), NO

• Priorities for the working group of Environment (WGE) chairmanship 2020-23, FI
Preliminary suggested WGE actions to take into account:
- Revised Action Plan on Climate Change for the Barents Cooperation, climate action beyond
2020 with contribution from all BEAC Working Groups
- Establishment of a network for cooperation on regional climate strategies
- Strategic cooperation to protect the intact forests in the Barents Region
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